Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
June 28, 2020 – 10:30 a.m.

Welcome to Bethany Church

Pastor Christopher Deines, presiding

The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free
from the power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple
who gives a cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship
we are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be
a sign of God’s merciful welcome.
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PRELUDE

Genevieve Bishop

WELCOME

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose
faithfulness endures from generation to generation. Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our
lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe
that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in
thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God
through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are
forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

This Is My Father’s World

ELW 824

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also, with you.
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KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE

5

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape the
world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING:
A reading from Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 28: 5-9

Holly Johnson
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The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all
the people who were standing in the house of the LORD; 6and the prophet Jeremiah said,
“Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the words that you have prophesied, and
bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the
exiles. 7But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the
people. 8The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine,
and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. 9As for the prophet who
prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that
the LORD has truly sent the prophet.”
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING:

Romans 6: 12-23

Holly Johnson

A reading from Romans.
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Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their
passions. 13No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your
members to God as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you,
since you are not under law but under grace. 15What then? Should we sin because we are not
under law but under grace? By no means! 16Do you not know that if you present yourselves
to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which
leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that
you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of
teaching to which you were entrusted, 18and that you, having been set free from sin, have
become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human terms because of your natural
limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater
and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for
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sanctification. 20When you were slaves of sin; you were free in regard to righteousness. 21So
what advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of
those things is death. 22But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the
advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death,
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL:

Matthew 10:40-42
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew: Glory to you, O Lord!

Jesus said to the twelve: 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes
me welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet
will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a
righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of
cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these
will lose their reward.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

Brik and Soren Johnson, Melanie Barnett
Pastor Chris Deines

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

All Are Welcome
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ELW 641
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world.
A brief silence.
God of companionship, encourage our relationships with our siblings in Christ. Bless our
conversations. Shape our shared future and give us hearts eager to join in a festal shout of
praise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of abundance, you make your creation thrive and grow to provide all that we need.
Inspire us to care for our environment and be attuned to where the earth is crying out. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of mercy, your grace is poured out for all. Inspire authorities, judges, and politicians to
act with compassion. Teach us to overcome fear with hope, meet hate with love, and
welcome one another as we would welcome you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of care, accompany all who are in deepest need. Comfort those who are sick, lonely, or
abandoned, especially
Anita Nelson
Maridene Lundstrom
Ervalene Johnson
Lou Swenson
Jolene Reese
Elly Ostlind
Gladys Anderson
Jim Attleson
Allyn & Sue Gillberg
Jane Brunsell
Rev. Elwin Bergstraesser
Heath Harris
Joan Hopp
Dolores & Walter Pelz
Betty Finney
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Keo O’Rourke
Lois Howe
Clarice Eckstrom
Joyce Shields
Judy Murphy

Mija Stockman
Mary Parker
Toni & Lloyd Haukom
Mary Swenson
Clifford Carlson

Marilyn Cooper
Isaiah Ruble
Dave & Beth Crouse
Marvin Anderson
Elly Briggs

Renew the spirits of all who call upon you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of community, we give thanks for this congregation. Give us passion to embrace your
mission and the vision to recognize where you are leading us. Teach us how to live more
faithfully with each other. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of love, you gather in your embrace all who have died. Keep us steadfast in our faith
and renew our trust in your promise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

OFFERTORY

Just As I Am, I Come
Arr. Mary McDonald

Tyler & Molly Johnson
Genevieve Bishop, Piano

Thank you for your continued giving! The ministry of Bethany Lutheran is continuing and
God is up to something! We appreciate your financial support of the congregation! You can
give by:
• Sending it via the mail with a Stamp
• Set up Auto Draft or bill pay with your bank
• Send via PayPal by using donate@blclindsborg.org

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN

ELW 848
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Serving at 10:30 a.m.
Presiding & Preaching
Organist
Assisting Minister
Lector
Children’s Sermon
Special Music
Recording Crew
Video Editor

Pastor Christopher Deines
Genevieve Bishop
Steve Gustafson
Holly Johnson
Brik & Soren Johnson & Melanie Barnett
Tyler & Molly Johnson
Jean Kozubowski
Miriam Wallen
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Remember in Your Prayers
Those who are hospitalized, suffering, or recovering from illness:
Loved ones:
Mauri Courter
Arriana Benjamin
Anita Daniel
Garry Sutton
Keith Smith
Kristin Hammond
Rick Bogart
Brent Kuehl
Whitney Harvey
Rachel Fainter
Edd Jackson
Melanie Ryding
Loved ones in the Military:
Ben Youngquist
Joshua Seery
Brooke Wiley
Troy Forrester

William Paul Lundblad (Nancy Lundblad’s step son)
Mary McConniel (Cindy Couchman’s aunt)
Ruth Ann Martin (Mary Swenson’s friend)
Maxine Peter (Lori Nelson’s mother)
Doug Hardin (friend of Kristine Isaacson)
Earl Ahlstedt (Elly Ostlind’s brother)
Lois Long (Lori McKinney & Richard Johnson’s sister)
James Bateman (Walter & Dolores Pelz’ son-in-law)
Josie Osio & Bob Allbright (friends of Karen Carlson)
Ed & Marge Scheufler (parents of Donna Ruble)
Mike & Heather Engberg
Ken Audino & Clara Kozubowski (mother & brother-in-law, to
Mark Kozubowski)
Aubreigh Hedrich
Jason Seery
Justin Hammond
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Tim Lindshield
Reilly Mader
Spencer Preston

