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James A. Strasen, Interim Pastor 
320 N Main Street 

Lindsborg, KS 67456 
Office: 785-227-2167 

H: 785-404-2155, C: 620-282-3926 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, . . . . 
  Philippians 2:5 
 
Dear Friends in Christ,  
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!  We are coming quickly to Holy 
Week and the end of my service with you as your Interim Pastor.  For both of these cir-
cumstances, Paulôs words to the Christians in Philippi are good for us to hear.  He tells us 
to have the mind of Christ.  
Nice thought, huh!  But is that really something we can have?  Jesus is perfection personi-
fied.  In his earthly ministry his mind was always where it should be, on Godôs will, doing 
what God sent him to do.  Can we say the same for us?  Letôs face it:  our minds wander, 
all over the place.  We do think about things we should, caring for, loving, and helping oth-
ers.  But it is difficult for us to remain focused on others.  Inevitably, our thoughts are in-
terrupted by our concerns for selfðwhat we need to do today for school or work or home, 
what we should wear, what fun activities we have planned, and so forth.  
These are not bad concerns, in and of themselves.  We should take care of ourselves and 
there is nothing wrong with enjoying life and working hard.  But other thoughts insinuate 
themselves into our minds, thoughts which are not so good or healthy.  We might describe 
them as lustful, for they reflect our cravings and desires.  They may be the things we covet 
that others have, or they may reflect our addiction to wealth or sports or electronic games 
or whatever.    
The issue is that our wandering minds cause our actions to wander, to wander away from 
doing Godôs will.  And we fail to do what God calls us to do.  Jesusô call was to suffer and 
die on the cross in order to give us Godôs forgiveness and new and eternal life.  Although 
our calling is not so huge in terms of preferred outcome for the world, our calling is con-
nected to the one Jesus fulfilled on the cross.  In baptism we are called to proclaim the 
good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the ex-
ample of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.   
We will be reminded of this baptismal calling when our confirmands affirm their baptisms 
on April 26.  Their calling and ours is not easy, so we ask God to help and guide us.  In 
Word and Sacrament, Godôs Spirit fills us with Godôs love and grace, giving us the help 
and strength we need to be about Godôs work in loving and saving the world.    
As we prepare to celebrate the events of Holy Week and the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, may his mind be in you, even as his life is in you now and forever.   
 
In the love of  Christ,   Pastor Jim 
    

 

 



н 



о 

Dear Bethany Church,  

 

Warm greetings to you from Moscow! I hope that this mes-
sage finds you well. I have been thinking quite a bit about 
all my friends in Kansas these days, especially having seen 
the governor there close all the schools for the rest of the year (if I understood cor-
rectly). Wishing you all strength, patience and good health! 
 

Here things are going into shut-down mode, though not with the same speed as in 
the U.S. I have had to cancel two seminars that were planned for April, and just to-
day I got a note that our ELCUSFE synod council (consistory) and pastors meeting 
have been postponed (the former until early June, the latter indefinitely) as well. 
We are still moving forward with plans for May events, recognizing that we might 
have to put those off as well.  
 

Thankfully the Russian Far East has not seemed to suffer disproportionately, de-
spite its closeness to China. I was supposed to go to Vladivostok for Holy Week 
and Easter; while there are still tickets from here to there, the ELCA and           
Hermannsburg mission really discourage me from traveling. They also are encour-
aging us to go to the U.S. temporarily; that would be manageable for the kids, 
though we currently do not have insurance that works in the U.S., so we would 
have to resolve that issue.... And also it could end up being an out of the frying pan 
-into the fire sort of situation... So we are continuing to discuss over the weekend 
what we will do. If we are going to leave, we have to do it quite soon. The im-
portant thing is to try to make reasonable, well-thought-out decisions and not to let 
panic make decisions for us. 
 

We are learning in these days, it seems, to recognize our vulnerability; lets hope 
that it makes people grow in their appreciation of one another and in our common 
dependence on the One whose power so greatly exceeds us. We will certainly ap-
preciate your continued prayers, and, if you like, I could pass on greetings from 
you to the congregations in our deanery. 
 

Peace and blessings!      Bradn  

GLOBAL MISSIONS 

A MESSAGE FROM BRADN BEURKLE 
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tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ /ƭƻǘƘŜǎ [ŀƴŜΣ CŀǎƘƛƻƴ {ƘƻǿΦ 

YŀǝŜ Iŀǿƪƛƴǎƻƴ 

Women of the ELCA Gathering 

July 16ï 19, 2020 in Sunny Phoenix Arizona 

 

Since 1988, weôve gathered to party and act boldly on our faith. Lisa Plorin,    

president of Women of the ELCAôs executive board, invites you to join us at our 

2020 Gathering. We hope to see you there! Register online at https://

www.womenoftheelca.org/  

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/
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Grocery Shopping at Runbecksô Cash Grocery & Market 

Specials for the week of February 7-13, 1936 

ARCHIVES 

Bananas, (Sat. only) 4lbs. 19 cents 

Oranges, 1 dozen 25 cents 

Grape Fruit, (Sat. only)  4 for 19 cents 

Peaches, Libbyôs Deluxe 19 cents  

Prunes, California 4 lbs.  19 cents 

Calumet Baking Powder, 1 lb. can 21 cents 

Post Bran Flakes, pkg 10 cents 

P&G Soap bars, large 6 for 25 cents 

Armourôs Hot Tamales, large can 17 cents 

Heinz Spaghetti Sauce, cans 3 for 25 cents 

Hillsô Coffee --1 lbs. can for 29 cents 2 lbs. for 56 cents 

Burchôs Supreme White Crackers 2 lb. box for 20 cents 

Burchôs Graham Crackers 2 lb. box for 23 cents 

Dill Pickles, Libbyôs 1 quart 18 cents 

Olives, Rose Dale bottle 12 cents 

Salt, 5 lb. bag 10 cents 

Mustard, 1 quart 12 cents 

Catsup, large bottle 12 cents 

Peanut Butter, 2 lbs. 25 cents 

Lingon Berries, 1 quart 23 cents 

Oysters, fresh, 1 pint 35 cents 

Potato Sausage, 2 lbs. 25 cents 
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Bethany Lutheran Church Council         March 16, 2020 

 
 
Present: Pastor Jim Strasen, Marlin Johnson, Miriam Strasen, Merle Larson, Terri Nelson, Amy 
Roraback, Elly Anderson, Dan Norden, Jan Michael, Mike Wallen, Jerry Webster, and Ron 
Lundquist.  Absent: Ken Branch, Mary Parker, and Nate Woodard 
 
Marlin Johnson called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.  Pastor Jim opened with prayer.  Amy 
Roraback offered devotions.  Marlin gave an update on Pastor Deines, and said theyôre thankful 
for the renovations done at the parsonage.  It was MSC to accept the minutes and financial re-
port.  In Pastor Jimôs report, he informed the Council that his last day will be April 6, and he will 
preach at the Maundy Thursday service. 
 
Property Committee-parsonage report 
Mike Wallen reported that the electrical updates are complete, but one circuit breaker will re-
quire the electrician to check on.  Four electrical outlets will be added to the parsonage base-
ment.  Some work is yet to finish in the downstairs bathroom, but the shower height is im-
proved.  The blinds are in, and many people pitched in to help with the installation and cleanup 
when done.  The egress window is yet to come.  The parsonage is safe and within code.  A 
building manager has not been hired yet.  This person would be the ógo toô person for building 
needs. 
 
Personnel Committee: Cheryl and Sean Rivera have been hired as custodians.  There have been 
applicants for the treasurer position, but no one has been hired yet, so it will continue to be ad-
vertised. Christian Education Committee: Activities through May 10 were updated, but hold-
ing them is uncertain due to Corona virus.   
 
Old Business: Joyce Peterson will be taking the lead on securing CPR training.  Pastor Deinesô 
start date will be April 8, and his first service will be on Easter Sunday, April 12.  
  
New Business: There was a lot of discussion about what services to hold during the Corona vi-
rus crisis.  It was MSC to have the March 18th Lenten service with no meal, have just the 10:30 
service on Sundays which will be broadcast, Sunday school will be cancelled for March 23.  
Choir directors will contact members regarding rehearsals and performances, and re-evaluate the 
situation as more information is known.  Choirs could perform from the north wing to spread out 
more.  Mailing in offerings was suggested.  It was MSC to approve $200 monthly for a HSA 
(health savings account) through Portico for Pastor Deines. It was MSC to approve Pastor De-
ines having two beehives at the parsonage pending what city ordinances might be involved.  
Pastor Deines will check with the city.  It was MSC to table the every member visit until Pastor 
Deines begins his service at Bethany. 
 
A prayer vigil will be conducted again this year at Bethany using a shortened schedule of 7:00 
AM on Good Friday until 7:00 AM on Saturday, April 11.  There will be a sign up for two hour 
prayer slots, and Council members will be present the entire time. 
It was MSC that $2,000 of Fellowship League funds be used for Camp Tomah Shinga scholar-
ships. Three building use permits were approved.   
 
After sharing joys (Lesa Larson recovering from surgery, Warren Webster is celebrating his 97th 
birthday, and Pastor Jim & Miriam  will have two new great grandchildren this year) and a con-
cern (Strasenôs grandson in military service), the meeting was adjourned. Pastor Jim closed the 
meeting with prayer. 
 
The next Executive Committee meeting will be April 13th at 5:00 PM. and the next Council 
meeting will be April 20th at 6:30 PM with Elly Anderson giving devotions.  
 
Elly Anderson, Recording Secretary 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Bethany Church is seeking a qualified individual to serve the mission of Jesus Christ 

in and through Bethany Lutheran Church by providing leadership in the position of 

Church Treasurer.  The ideal candidate would be trained in basic book keeping skills, 

have strong organizational and communication skills.  

This salaried position is 30-40 hours a month. Wages are negotiable. Stop by the church 

office for a complete job description and application.  

Please contact the church office for more information, 785-227-2167. 
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      MORE PROGRESS 

 

Each meeting our committee makes a little more progress in rearranging books on the 
shelves in our church library.  In March we were able to move all fiction books to the 
north wall because of the new bookcase.  Next step is to check the shelves and make sure 
they are in proper alphabetical order by author.  If you are looking for a particular title 
and donôt know the authorôs name, check the title in the card catalog and you will find it. 
 

In April we also want to rearrange the rest of the nonfiction books along the east wall 
starting at the north end. The lowest shelves will not be used, so you wonôt have to get 
down on the floor to see what we have.  The goal is to make our books easier to locate. 
 

We may not have room for all the furniture that was in the library before.  After we check 
on where it all came from, we may decide to offer what we canôt use to the May garage 
sale.  More on that later. 
 

I donôt know about you, but with the health crisis and having to stay at home more, I 
seem to have more time for reading and Iôm choosing some of the books from our church 
library.  Consider this your invitation to do the same. 

       -Sharon Palmquist 

LIBRARY  
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April Birthdays, Baptisms & Anniversaries  

Evan Bishop 04/01 

Becky Chambers 04/01 

Evelyn Phillips 04/01 

Elizabeth Myers 04/01 

Katerina Voigt 04/01 

Janet Malpert 04/02 

Chance Kruckenberg 04/04 

Trayton Miller 04/04 

Vicki OôSteen 04/04 

Cynthia Woodard 04/04 

Richard Damm 04/05 

Delilah Roraback 04/05 

Olivia Bengtson  04/07 

Jan Michael 04/07 

Delaney  Johnson 04/09 

Charlene Martin 04/09 

Erin Murfitt 04/10 

Craig Nelson 04/12 

Eric Martin 04/13 

Phillip Orr 04/13 

Brian Bengtson 04/16 

Brad Bengtson 04/16 

Lori Johnson 04/16 

Ann-Christin Apel 04/17 

Amy Dreier 04/18 

Scott Nelson 04/18 

Bernice Peel 04/18 

Kaden Bishop 04/19 

Linda Klatt 04/19 

Laura Emler 04/20 

Collin Parks 04/22 

Joshua Nelson 04/23 

Jeanette Peterson 04/26 

Joan Hopp 04/26 

Karen Stuglemeyer 04/26 

Darlene Handlin 04/28 

Jan Turner 04/28 

Haven Lysell 04/29 

Justin Kelling 04/29 

Mary Parker 04/30 

.Ŝǧȅ CƛƴƴŜȅ лпκлм 

!ǾŜǊȅ YǊǳŎƪŜƴōŜǊƎ лпκлм 

!ƴƛǘŀ {ǳǧƻƴ  лпκлм 

tŜǊ bŜƭǎƻƴ лпκлн 

WƻȅŎŜ {ǘŀƎƎǎ лпκлн 

[ƛƴŘŀ [ǳƴƎǎǘǊƻƳ лпκло 

{Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ лпκлп 

/ƘŜǊȅƭŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ лпκлп 

5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ .ŜƴƎǘǎƻƴ лпκлр 

Wŀȅ aȅŜǊǎ лпκлр 

bŀǘŀƭƛŜ bŜƭǎƻƴ лпκлр 

/ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ .Ǌȅŀƴ лпκлс 

{Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ 9ǾŜǊƘŀǊǘ лпκлс 

Wǳƭƛŀ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ лпκлс 

9ƭƭŀ tŀǧŜǊǎƻƴ  лпκлс 

wƻǎŜ aŀǊƛŜ ²ŀƭƭŜƴ лпκлу 

/ƻƭƛƴ CƛƴƴŜȅ лпκлу 

wƻƴ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ лпκмл 

{ǘŜǾŜƴ DǳǎǘŀŦǎƻƴ лпκмл 

9ƳƳŀƭŜŜ IŀǊǊƛǎ лпκмм 

¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ²ƘƛǧŀƪŜǊ лпκмм 

WǳƭƛŜ aŎ/ǳƭƭƻǳƎƘ  лпκмн 

{ŀǊŀ ²ƻƻŘŀǊŘ лпκмн 

YȅƳŀƴƛ aƛƭƭŜǊ лпκмо 

Wƛƭƭ bƻƭŘŜ лпκмо 

WŜǎǎƛŎŀ tŜŎƪ лпκмо 

WŜŀƴƴŜǧŜ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴ лпκмр 

Lori Johnson 04/15 

Barry Finney 04/17 

Jan Malpert 04/17 

Beth Crouse 04/18 

Kim Dahlsten 04/21 

Darwin Nelson 04/21 

Darrell Malpert 04/22 

Elizabeth Myers 04/23 

Ann Ylander 04/23 

Lillie Brunsell 04/24 

Bernita Dauer 04/25 

Brynne Stockman 04/25 

Margaret Anderson 04/26 

Vance Eckstrom 04/26 

Maridene Lundstrom 04/24 

Rebecca Johnson 04/27 

Kaitlyn Rose 04/27 

Evelyn Phillips 04/28 

Crystal Gengler 04/29 

Sawyer Lysell-Alkire 04/30 

Jay Emler 04/30 

Carolyn Sue Gillberg 04/30 

Morgan Van Der Wege 04/30 

Amy & Michael Dreier April 5 15 years 

Rick & Julie Martin April 21 39 years 

Donald & Kathey Bengtson April 28 39  years 

Trampas & Jodie Miller April 28 17 years 
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GREEN TEAM UDATE  

 

On hold:  The Water Walk scheduled for April 26 will be rescheduled.  One reason is 
that the 26th is Confirmation Sunday, which will involve some members of the Youth 
Group we wanted to be part of the activity.  They may have other family events that day.  
Another reason is just the uncertainty about planning group events right now.  We arenôt 
giving up on the idea though.  Stay tuned. 
 

Something new:  Have you noticed the addition of recycling bins in Fellowship Hall, 
the church kitchen, the youth room, Martin Luther Room, and the office?  They will 
make it so easy to separate the recyclable plastic and paper from the rest of the trash 
very near the points of use.  Notice that aluminum has special bins because the church 
sells that to raise funds to ship our Lutheran Relief quilts and kits.  You may still deposit 
your own aluminum containers etc. in the usual brown polycart outside. 
 

Please use them correctly and pat yourself on the back for making Bethany Church a lit-
tle bit more ñgreen.ò   All the bins, complete with labels, were provided at no cost by 
Mike and Rose Marie Wallen.  Thank you! 

       Sharon Palmquist 

 

You are invited to participate in a twenty four hour purposeful prayer vigil at      

Bethany Church.  We will be starting on Friday, April 10 at 7:00 a.m. and continue 

thru to Saturday, April 11 at 7:00 a.m.   

We encourage you to pray for the church and our community, or missions within the 

church.  We will come together in prayer, seeking Godôs will and listening so that his 

plans may be carried out through us.   

A google document will be available soon, or call the church office to sign up. 
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       Pastor Herbert  Nicholas Johnson 

Funeral services were held on Saturday, March 14, 2020 , at  11:00 a.m., with Pastor 
Jim Strasen officiating. Memorial contributions may be made to Bethany Home,      
Bethany Lutheran Church or Kindred Hospice. 
 

Bertil Emmett Malm 

Bertil passed away on Sunday, March 8, 2020 at Bethany Home. Funeral arrangements 
have been postponed at this time. Memorial contributions may be made to Bethany 
Home, Bethany Church or Lindsborg Community Hospital.   
 

Carole Ann Rasmusson 

Carole passed away on Friday, March 20, 2020 in her home. Funeral arrangements have 
been postponed at this time. Memorial contributions may be made to Bethany Church, 
Bethany Home or Lindsborg Community Hospital.  

OUR CHURCH FAMILY  

  Baptized at Bethany Church 

Congratulations to Kyle Dean Jr. & Kayci Ann Kagle. They were baptized on Sunday, 
March 22, 2020  in Bethany Church.  Their parents are Kelsey Brunsell and Kyle Kagle, 
sponsors are Sara Fredrick and Amy Pike.  Their maternal grandparents are Keith & Joyce 
Brunsell. Welcome into the family of God, Kyle and Kacyi! 

       First Communion Class 

The Bethany Church First Communion candidates are Adalyn Gustus, Kayci 

Kagle, Cooper Nelson and Jake McElroy. We will celebrate their commitment to the 

Body of Christ at a later date.  

                       Confirmation Class  

Congratulations to Lilah Oestmann, Clara McElroy, Per Nelson, Swayer Lysell-Alkire, 
and Nicholas Dreier. Confirmation is scheduled for Sunday, April 26, 2020.  

     Thank You 

On behalf of the Council and congregation, a HUGE thank you goes out to all the Bethany 
members who gave so willingly of their time to get the parsonage electrical and plumbing 
work completed and ready for the Deines family to move in. Thanks to the window crew who 
prepped for and installed the window blinds. And finally, thank you to the cleaning crew who 
came in to finish up the efforts.  At the risk of leaving out some of the names of dedicated 
volunteers, this is a thank you to ALL who tirelessly helped in any capacity.  Your efforts are 
very much appreciated. 

Church Council SecretaryðElly Anderson 

 


