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Building on the Past — Confident in God’s Future - We Make Christ Known!



Thi s

Aga
Chu

We d

We d

We d

We d

We d

We d

Thu

I
r

n

LENTEN JOURNEY TO THE EASTER VI
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WEDNESDAY
LENT BEGI NS ON FEBRUARY 114

The season of Lent begins on Ash We«
Bet hany Lutheran Church will worship
and 7:00 p.m.; the services wil/ I N
Wednesdays of Lent following Ash Weo
with Messiah Lutheran Church for wor

be a part of our Lenten o0b:

On the Sunday of the Passion (Pal
March 25, we will worship at 8:00

a.m.. with the specia T
Whol e Congregat.i 5%%§§%%§
GOOD
FRIDAY

Messiah Lutheran Church wil/

Friday service on March 30,

sponsored by The Associated
( TACOL) .



[ OUR CHURCH FAMILY }

Virginia Lucille Charlson ; October 24, 1920 to January 8, 2018.
Funeral services were held on Monday, January 15 at Bethany
Home. Memorial contributions may be made to Bethany Home,

Bethany Lutheran Church or Kindred Hospice.

Linn Lundstrom ; August 18, 1921 to January 12, 2018. Interment
was at EImwood Cemetry, Saturday, Jan. 20 at 11:00 a.m.. A
memorial service will be scheduled at a later date. Memorial
contributions may be made to Bethany Lutheran Church or the

Kanawha Lutheran Church of Kanawha, IA.

Marjorie Shogren; March 31, 1932 to January 13, 2018. Funeral
services were held on Friday, Jan. 26 at 11:00 a.m., at Bethany

Church. Memorial contributions may be sent to Bethany Church.
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FEBRUARY Birthda /4 & Baptisms

BIRTHDAYS: Merle Nelson 02/17 Beth Olson 02/10
Daryl Johnson 02/01 Jodie Miller 02/18 Landvis Ferm 02/12
Ermal Nelson 02/01 Kyle Parks 02/18 Stormy Nelson 02/12
August Peterson 02/01 Rebecca VanDerWege 02/19 Susan Bryan 02/13
Gail Albrecht 02/02 Rose Marie Wallen 02/20 Clayton Couchman 02/13
Sawyer Lysell-Alkire  02/02 Sandra Berg 02/21 Carter Couchman 02/13
Sarah Woodard 02/02 Carole Hudson 02/22 Kashlei Emler 02/13
Angie Howe 02/03 Lois Larson 02/22 Tytus Reed 02/13
Terry Malm 02/03 Steven Gustafson 02/24 Chauncey Kruckenberg 02/14
Memphis Patrick-Patterson Billy Hudson 02/25 Eloise Anderson 02/15
02/03 Jim Parker 02/26 John Bengtson 02/15
Jean Ann Wise 02/04 Connie Brooks 02/27 Signe Howe 02/15
Susan Burch 02/05 Cooper Everhart 02/27 Ericka Lysell 02/15
Trampas Miller 02/05 Nicholas Dreier 02/28 Emily Travelstead 02/15
Marilyn Youngquist 02/05 \ | Kirk Nelson 02/17
Bailie Bickford 02/08 Norman Shogren 02/17
Craig Blomberg 02/08 ] Barbara Albrecht 02/18
Clayton Couchman  02/08 ‘ ’ Clay Pearson 02/18
Celeste Palmquist 02/08 ‘ Lori McKinney 02/20
Mary Ann Chambers  02/09 ] Marvin Anderson 02/21
Richard Johnson 02/09 Christina Beasley 02/24
Leland J. Nelson 02/09 BAPTISMS : Dax Hopp 02/24
Darwin Nelson 02/09 Amanda Bell 02/01 Gary Johnson 02/35
Dale Patrick 02/09 Leland J. Nelson 02/01 Karl Malm 02/26
Jan Buchanan 02/10 Dale Swenson 02/01 Trinity Malm 02/27
Kenneth Malm 02/10 Jennifer Beasley 02/02 Cynthia Palmquist 02/27
Shane Barber 02/11 Lyle Kelling 02/02 Celeste Palmquist 02/27
Christina Beasley 02/12 Toren Miller 02/02 Clairese Palmquist 02/27
Susan Lundstrom 02/12 Benton VanDerWege  02/02 Trampas Miller 02/28
Margo Lysell 02/13 Eva Anderson 02/03
Sophie Nelson 02/13 Matthew Toll 02/03
Thurlow (Butch) Gibson 02/14 Michael Bell 02/04
Erik Harding 02/14 Daryl Johnson 02/04
Allison Koerner-Smith  02/14 William Buschbom 02/06
Patricia Roraback 02/14 Darren Burch 02/07
Royce Geiman 02/16 Tammy McCalla 02/08
Seth Peterson 02/16 Jared Nelson 02/08
Allyn Gillberg 02/17 Brandon Nelson 02/08



CHURCH& - D COUNCIL

Bet hany Lutheran Ch-Drecte mbeun ci3l, M&€t7i ng

Present: Brandie Nelson, James Nelson, Marlin Johnson, Josh Nelson, Terri Nelson, Matt Stula, Pastor Mai, Phil Hett,
Kathey Bengtson, Mary Parker, Steve Gustafson, Bill Buschbom, Justin Mader, Amy Roraback Absent. Merle Larson

Minutes and Financial Report The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed. It was MSC to approve the
minutes. The financial report is attached and was reviewed by Matt Stula. Contributions during November were ap-
proximately $2,500 over budget. Total income for November was approximately $3,100 greater than November 2016.
Total expenses for November were approximately $4,600 greater than November 2016. Contributions YTD are ap-
proximately $800 less than budgeted while total expenses YTD are approximately $2,900 over budget. It was MSC to
approve the financial report as submitted.

Informational Reports:  Pastor's report is attached. Pastor is preparing for many services during Advent. Phil Hett
will be continuing his seminary training as well as starting in January as part-time Chaplain at Bethany Home. Pastor
was able to see both of his children and grandchildren at Thanksgiving and plan to see them again after Christmas.
Finance Committee -met on December 4. They discussed interest monies, CD's and did an investment review.
TACOL -Pastor Mai is current president of TACOL. The Thrift Store set a record income during the month of Novem-
ber at $21,000. We are very thankful for the manager of The Thrift Store, Rose Erickson, and the many volunteers
who work with her. TACOL continues to give assistance to parties with hardships through various types of vouchers,
utility assistance, Christmas food baskets, etc.

Old Business : Communications up-date-Matt replaced the speaker amplifier and several people have commented

on how much clearer the speakers are and how well the sound is coming across on TV for the Sunday morning ser-

vice. Property Concerns -J ustin reported that it had been suggested a s
across from the church office. Discussion followed. Plumbing would be very expensive to add a drain along with costs

for a new sink, loss of counter space, cost of counter top, faucet, paper towel dispenser. It was suggested that for big-

ger events that take place in our Church we could make a sign that says that there are "additional restrooms down-
stairs. "1t was decided not to pursue making any changes a
spruce tree in the courtyard area be removed and replaced with something similar. The tree is pretty much dead and

needs to be removed. There are memorial gifts available for replacing the tree with something similar. The property

committee is also looking at the pine trees in the south parking lot that are diseased. It was MSC to have a specialist

look at the spruce tree to determine removal and replacement. We would ask the specialist to also look at the

pine trees for recommendation on removal. Melanie attended a safety seminar at the Covenant Church. We dis-

cussed further the security system bids. Marlin has the bid from Brian Hopp in McPherson however did not have it with

him. We will review further at the next meeting. Central Kansas Contractors submitted a bid for replacing the concrete

flat area and steps in front of Church for around $4,200. It seemed high so will get another bid. There is a raised side-

walk area in front of parsonage that we can maybe repair ourselves. Brandie is working with her committee on a Sexu-

al Harassment Policy. Consecration Sunday up-date-81 pledges have been turned in so far which is down from 93 in

2016. The total of the pledges is $220,000 which is down $20,000 from last year which will affect budget in 2018. 150"
Anniversary Committee  will meet in January to start planning.

We will welcome new council members  at our January 10 meeting. Erica Kruckenberg, Krista Harris, Ken Branch,
Erika Lysell and Carrie Nelson. Thanks to our retiring members for their years serving on the Council- Joy Everhart,
James E. Nelson, and Justin Mader. Council members will be installed on Sunday, January 14 at both services.

New Business: The Organ Policy for Bethany is attached. MSC to adopt the policy as written with a revised date
put on policy for reference.  Social Ministry Committee  submitted Noisy Offering designations for 2018. It was
MSC to adopt the recommendations as submitted. It was suggested that at the bottom of the list the additional
Sunday donations that the Council adopted in the last few months be added for reference. Josh will see that gets add-
ed. The Memorial Committee is reviewing monies still in Memorial Funds.



CHURCH& 7, COUNCIL

First Time Discussion

The first draft of the budget has been attached. Matt reviewed it with Council. It was MSC to approve Pastors hous-
ing allowance in the amount of $6,000.  The Annual Congregational Meeting  will be on January 28. Report dead-
line is January 8. TACOL representatives from Bethany Church are Josh Nelson and Duane Fredrickson. Josh af-
firmed he will continue and Pastor will check with Dr. Fredrickson. Phil Hett has accepted a 20 hr. position at Bethany
Home since Pastor Buschbom will be retiring on 12-31. We are glad for Phil and his appointment to this position.
Brad Bengtson sent a request to resign from the Audit Committee since he has moved to McPherson. We will need to
replace him. Organ repair-Repairs are around $1,400. It will be paid for out of Organ repair fund. On January 28, we
will celebrate Global Mission Sunday. Steve Swanson will be back in Lindsborg for a school reunion and will be our
guest preacher. It was MSC to schedule an emergency congregational meeting on December 31 if necessary.

Respectfully submitted, Kathey Bengtson, Recording Secretary

% CHUQO‘:
FINANCIAL
HEALTH Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church
Financial Review for the 12 Month Period Ending 12/31/2017
Inls
December YTD YTD YTD YTD
Actual Actual Budzet Difference Actual
Contributions, general 5 32,193 % 340651 % 330300 3§ 10,351 § 325682
Other Income 5 516 % 2741 % 3,000 5§ (259) § 2,503
Gross Income 5 52,708 ¥ 343392 § 333300 § 10,092 § 328167
Bugeted Syvnod & Benevolences $ 2000 % 24000 % 24000 § - 3 24,000
Education & Program Support 5 1351 % 16307 % 15,700 5§ (607} 5 12,687
Property & Utilities g 2059 % 18998 % 32400 § 3402 § 34464
Administration & Personnel 5 M358 % 284930 % 261200 § (3,7300 § 262,777
Total Expenses g 25767 % 334235 % 333300 § {935y § 333929
Net Income (Deficit) g 26941 % 92,157 % - 8 9157 § (5,761)
Dresignated Contributions 5 1884 % 17,308
Dresignated Disbursements 5 (3434) 3 {17,308)
Net Designated 5 (L,250) 3 -

Contributions durmg December were approxmately $11,000 greater than budgeted. Expenses for December were
approximately $2 000 under budget. Total income for Decembar was approximately 8,400 greater than December
2016. Total expenses for December were approxmmately 54,200 lass than December 2016, Contrbunons for 2017 were
approximately 10,100 zreater than budgeted while total expenses for 2017 were approximately $200 over budzet.
Contributions for 2017 were approximately $15. 00 greater than 2016 and total expenses for 2017 were approximately

$300 greater then 2014,
Operating Funds Report: 1017 2017 2017 2017
September October November Diecember
Checking Account at Peoples Bank & Trust ¥ 3066717 § 267388 3 18014469 § 5126813
Mission Investment Fund, Aoney Market § 4359755 § 4350755 % 4359755 §F 43906024
Prepaid Insurance 3 703071 § 544633 3§ 1192245 § 1032807
Less Memorials 3 (19711989 § (20,66221) §  (20,66221) ¥ (22.9471ID)
Less Project Fund: 3 (686352600 5 (6638663) 3 (67411.190 3 (60.14813)
General Funds Available 5 [Todonsy & glsaalngy 5 J14E387 5 J346102




A Word from Phi

Lent starts February 14th with As|h
fitting day to start the season of Llen:
with | ove. With this unique opportujnit
have a chance to ponder on Godoés | ov|e
more, what it means for our | ife as |we
What does it mean? |l t means on Ash |Wec
of all, Jesus Christ. The greatest |of
| ove so great to die for our sins, s|o |
| i fe eternal. Godds |l ove is | ove belyor
merit or earnings, but free. It i s |gr
day, we humbly accept this gift

Love I s also a gift that God gives uls
Al oved oneso because our relationshi|p
by what it produces. Godos | ove ifs |
| ove we share with others is a tiny |re:
it i s meant to be modeled after GodOols |
St. Paul put 1t this way. Let t he s|ame
t hhough he was in the form of God, dil|d |
exploited, but emptied himself, taki|ng
ness. And being found in human for m, l
point of death, even d&ath on a cr os|s

Goddos bl essings to you this Season dqf
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24, 2018. Commi t ments are due Feb. 4, wi
wor king with Salinadés Trinity United Meth
wor k at Two Fish, a Soup Kitchen.

Look fcdrotthles !l i ne Tundindiysedral | and Fell ows
some building supplies or food for Two Fi
put it with your donation in the envelope
There wiakle dBa@aliag coffee hour on Sawnp aSyp p-
Lenten Meal .onJMamchis2i n supporting this

Phi l Hett , Rhea Mader, or Joyce Peterson
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Lent begi ns tohne Flednmncdolme;s from the Angl o Saxoln w
pro ngpriingt Temken | iterally, the word means |t hat
days | engt hen. This season of the church yefpar i
change. As Goddés people take time to | earn mor ¢
others, the season before Easter can be seen|] as
faith and a time to nurture the faith that ip al
and is used in churches that observe | iturgifal
royalty and repentance. I f reflects the serj ou:
church. (Bef or PAuagn. d FAofrtterre sksa)st er

Wi nter Sunday SWbhoal ei ssherge!t he Spar k Cl assifoor
year ol ds''ytrrardeessgh 8This series walks through |key
Bi bl e stories eyacahr yceyacrl,e.i nThae tOod Test ament |sto

guarter and the New Testament stories are prleseil
Feb. 4A Storm Matthew78: 23
Feb. 1The Centuri oMéast Bewvd8@8nbd
Feb. 18esus blessebMathel@lBILBdr en
Feb. 283esus heals WMhet hewindD meAa

Thanks to all who donated Sunday School Offefingq
Advent . The children wil/l be collecting speci

Pr-€ommuni on @liddseése of fered during the Sundjay
children who have not taken communion yet. Pl e:
for this important step.
Adult Faremeffered each Sunday in Fell owship Hz¢
Feb. 4Troop 120Scout Sunday
Feb. 1Coll ege Students helping in Sunday [Sch
Feb. 1Ben Fulto@amp Tomah Shinga
Feb. 25t eve Gustahsen Hymns
Kl CKontinues at Messiah Church on Wedh.sdayl haefr
be no KICK meals on Ash Wednesday, March 14, anct
28. Thanks to all who help at KICK or donatfe m

Womends Mont hl yi FBeibb.| e8 ,St7updny, at Kim Hettds hgme,
interested in an even(?2gh urosn.t hd fy eB3i pbhKdmmsnthud, yt 271 e
this group, which meets in membersd homes duf i n;q

Menb6s Weekl|l y iBMebnlées SBtiubdye Study every Saturdgy m
Home Activity Center.

Submitted by Joyce Peterson, Christian Ed DipJyect
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{ LIBRARY CORNERJ

TWO NEW BOOKS

A brand new fimust reado Kiag hrmownav &i Malb |
The Radi cal Marriage of a ByndMwekheNbLa I

Even i f Reformation 500 is over, you he¢
you havenodét read this book. DeRushaos
t heran pdadrdd cwittilongsood reason.

It wi || hold your attenti on, | promi se.
t wo remar kabl e people and their extraol
i nto Christian history and il 1l uminati ngq
of marriage, the effects of which still

Thanks to Jan Mal pert who donated this

Anot her donation turned up i n lAWMaisa NMdAOr:

i ng i nbywkEewa nRydaker, with illustration
table with a sticker inside the cover t
Charlotte Ternstrom. o0 A thoroughly del

Lucia with a story of how one family c¢
i ncluded are patterns for Lucia and St :
and pepparkakor.

| f anyone kndwsivwhdodaoan,atgeldena sSewd ceden me
tainly appreciate having it to share wi
Sharon Pal mq
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Archive Committee

Help yourself to the surplus of church directori%s,

brochures and books located by the elevatoriin

Trinity Hall.
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STEPHEN MINISTRY

Mystery and Ambiguity

Hol |l y Johnson
Perhaps you have seénvihg magdhzirm@entA:s
I tos full of interesting articles and |
This monthoés edition i cl udeldi wminna@r,lt utch
Vol . 2, No. 10, January 2018, p. 44) at

t hought s:

AMar kds Gospel I's i mbued with
mind | eaving peepl)e inort hdeo edsar
sort everything out for wus. | n
tery) of the kingdom of God. (4:
known -4(4%: 453 43; 7:36; 8:26); and his

= o
—
—~ W
=~
= N~NOO
—

most throughout t he-35stlibs y-B8R:727The: &
seems to be to focus attention on hi
|l y through the cross that Jesuso tru

(15: 39) .

| I mmedi ately thought of our Stephen M
one to wonder about the Awhys and howo:
happen? How can | explain it? How wil
way through it to the future?

|l n our training, we Stephen Ministers

to speculate on i1Its outcomes. We are |
the mystery and ambiguity of [|ife, jus"
Qur job is to |isten and support. We |
probl em. We pray for strength and f aif
to resolve, to see us through the stor
of Jesus, through His purpose

As the author of the article explains:
and purpose becomes apparent. So we r e:
friends as we care for them.



W/ELCA

Thursday February 1, 2:00 p.m.

Leader Naomi Circle

Hostess February Birthday Group

Program 60th Anniversary of Sandzen Gallery; Ron Michael
Offering Sandzen Gallery

Bring Bath towel, light weight, dark colored

Thursday March 1, 2:00 p.m.

Hostess March Birthday Group
Program Bible Study Pastor Loren Mai
Offering Mexico Trip

Bring Sturdy Comb

WORLD DAY OF PRA
Friday, March 2

Messiah Lut helr a

WE CELEBRATE CAMP TOMAH SHINGA
OnSunday, F&lr waryBelt8hany Lut he :

our partnership with our
Church hasehrad relladngonship with the ca
mi ni stheyhrua@em@8Di rector Ben Fulton wi
campdés ministry at both morning servic
on that day. Pl an to attend worship o
at fAour o camp. Thanks for your ongoi ng¢

congregation!



