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WHERE DO WE FIND SECURITY? 

Sometime during the weekend of July 29-31, a person or persons entered Bethany Lutheran 
Church and stole the silver communion ware from the display case in the south wing of the 
Sanctuary.  The lock on the display case door was no match for whoever pried the door 
loose.  The police investigation into the theft continues, but as of the middle of August, no 
one has been apprehended in the case, and it is doubtful that we will see the communion 
vessels again.  It has been noted that if any members have taken pictures of the display 
case/silver items (whatever the age of the pictures), such photographs may be helpful for the 
ongoing investigation. 
 
In the aftermath of the theft, the Bethany Church Council voted to move forward with the im-
plementation of new security measures on the church property.  What this system will entail 
is still under discussion, but it is clear to the Council that something must be done to try to 
avoid occurrences of burglary and vandalism in the future.  We cannot prevent all such oc-
currences, but we are hoping to reduce the possibilities of theft and malicious activity at 
Bethany Church.  We hope to make the property more secure. 
 
This theft has caused me to be more aware of my surroundings, as well as more suspicious 
of unusual activity in and around the church building.  In general, events such as we experi-
enced here in Lindsborg and other threats make us fearful and less secure.  We are troubled 
and discouraged by events that reduce our feelings of security.  Sometimes our fear can par-
alyze us to the point of inaction and withdrawal from life³s normal activity. 
 
Jesus gives us words of encouragement when our security is threatened, and when fear 

comes calling.  He said to His disciples¸and to us, ´Therefore I tell you, do not worry 

about your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear.  For life is 

more than food, and the body more than clothing.µ  (Luke 12: 22-23)  Later, in Luke 12: 

32, we hear these words, ´"Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father³s good 

pleasure to give you the kingdom.µ  Security is not ultimately found in elaborate electronic 
systems or governmental assurances.  Security is found in the presence and promises of 
almighty God.  That assurance may not always calm our fears, for we tend to be fearful hu-
man beings, but it is enough¸as we journey together in the light of Jesus Christ.  Acts of 
darkness cannot diminish the light of Christ! 

            Pastor Loren Mai  
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BETHANY CHURCH NEWS 
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘ ς /ƻƴŬŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ CǳǘǳǊŜ ς ²Ŝ aŀƪŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ Yƴƻǿƴ  

THURSDAY September 1, 6:30 pm  

SALAD SUPPER IN FELLOWSHIP HALL  
 

Bring a salad, own table service and a friend!!  
 

"WOMEN ON FIRE"  

Emmy Evald and the Women's Missionary Society  

 
Special Project:  LWR SCHOOL KITS  

10th Triennial  

Gathering of the Women of the 

ELCA  

July 13 -16, 2017,  

Minneapolis, Minnesota   

Early Bird Registration Begins Sept. 6, 2016 

WE OBSERVE BETHANY HOME SUNDAY 

 On Sunday, September 18 , Bethany Lutheran Church will ob-

serve Bethany Home Sunday .  On that day, Pastor Bill Buschbom ¸

Chaplain of Bethany Home ¸will be our preacher at the 8:00 and 

10:30 a.m. services.  Representatives of Bethany Home will present the 

forum at 9:00 a.m. 

 For 105 years, Bethany Home has provided quality nursing care in 

Lindsborg.  As a social service institution of the Church, the Home has 

been a partner with Bethany Lutheran Church in the proclamation of the 

Good News of Jesus Christ¸in word and in deed.  We give thanks for the witness to the Gospel 

that has come through Bethany Home and for the ministry that we share!  Join us on Sunday, Sep-

tember 18, in celebrating our partnership with Bethany Home. 
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CONFIRMATION PROGRAM NOTES 

 A new year of Confirmation instruction will soon begin!  Seventh and eighth graders and 

their parents will gather for an orientation session on Wednesday, September 7, at 6:30 p.m., 

in the Fellowship Hall of Bethany Lutheran Church.  A class schedule and information will be 
distributed, and plans will be made for the coming year.   
 As has been the case for more than a decade, Confirmation ministry will again be a joint 
venture between Bethany and Messiah Churches.  Classes this fall will be held at Bethany, and 

classes after Christmas will be at Messiah.  We will meet on Wednesdays, beginning Septem-

ber 14, with a meal served from 5:45 until 6:15 (with the KICK program), and a brief devotion-

al service held at 6:15 p.m.  Confirmation class sessions will run from 6:30 until 7:30 (with 

some sessions going until 7:45 p. m.  

 This year³s sessions will cover the Bible .  Students will select adult mentors.  Thanks to all 

who serve in that capacity!  The year of confirmation will culminate with a retreat in April 2017 , 

and the 8th grade confirmands will affirm their baptism in the Rite of Confirmation on May 7, 2016.   
Please remember in your prayers those students who are preparing to affirm their baptism, and 
their parents, sponsors, and mentors (as well as the class leaders). 

Bethany College and the Bethany House of Studies 
Presents: 

 

An Evening with Archbishop Dietrich Brauer  

of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Russia 

5:30 p.m., Friday, September 9, 2016 

Levin Dining Room, Pihlblad Student Union 

Bethany College, Lindsborg, Kansas 
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LIBRARY CORNER   OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

UNIQUE NEW BOOK 

Verneda Bowman, new Lindsborg resident 

and also new to our church, recently donat-

ed Old Women's Friendship  by Mrs. 

Kayoka Tanahashi from Gifu, Japan, to our 

church library.  Written when she was 75 to 

79 years old, the author wrote a memoir of 

reflective essays "to show what my opinions 

are about the world, politics, nature . . .and 

people" while she was still mentally and 

physically able to do it.  A longtime teacher of 

English in Japan, Mrs. Tanahashi is also a 

Christian and a member of the Ogaki Luther-

an Church that Verneda's missionary hus-

band, Rev. John Bowman, started in 

1966.  Because of her friendship with 

Verneda, she sent her three copies of the 

newly published book, and Verneda has giv-

en one of them to us.  Thank you so much! 

I was altogether charmed, entertained, and 

informed as I read this slim volume.  Readers 

are bound to notice cultural attitudes and 

practices that differ from some of our own; 

however, the thread of Christian values and 

common humanity are strong throughout.   

Memorial Service for  

Betty F. (Gates) Berggren 

A celebration of the life of Betty F. Berggren  

(July 25, 1929-August 3, 2016) was held on 

Saturday, August 13, 2016 at 10:30 a.m. here 

at Bethany Lutheran Church.  The committal 

service for Betty and her husband the Rever-

end Wendell Berggren who passed away on 

July 11, 2014, was at 3:30 p.m. at the Walsburg 

Lutheran Cemetery in Leonardville, Kansas.  

May God comfort and bless Betty's family and 

friends who grieve. 

 

 

WE CELEBRATE WITH PASTOR 
PHIL YOUNGQUIST! 

 

On Sunday, September 25 , we will celebrate 

the 60th Anniversary of the ordination of 

Pastor Phil Youngquist.   Pastor Youngquist 

has served faithfully in the Church of Jesus 

Christ as a parish pastor in Kansas and Ne-

braska.  He will share some reflections of his 

ministry on September 25, and cake will be 

served at 10:00 a.m. on that day .  Come and 

greet Pastor Youngquist and Marilyn, and thank 

them for faithful ministry. 
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SEPTEMBER  Birthdays                         & Baptisms        

BIRTHDAYS:  

Lane Archuleta 09/02 

Kenneth Cummings 09/02 

Douglas Malm  09/02 

Brandon Whetstone 09/02 

Jay Richardson 09/03 

Lisa Bradford  09/04 

Aexa Reed  09/04 

Larry VanDerWege 09/04 

Judy Murphy  09/05 

Daryl Patrick  09/06 

Denise Peterson 09/06 

Signe Howe  09/07 

Dirk Durant  09/08 

Fernanda Orr  09/08 

Marsha Rolander 09/08 

Lu Swenson  09/08 

Jacob Brooks  09/09 

David Norlin  09/09 

James W. Nelson 09/10 

Haley Peterson 09/11 

Alan Leaf  09/12 

Joshua Snow  09/12 

Holly Blomberg 09/14 

Nancy Lundblad 09/14 

Daniel McKinney 09/14 

Kelsey Sare  09/14 

Matt Clark  09/15 

Naomi Durant  09/15 

Heather McLauchian 09/15 

Scott Brunsell  09/16 

Sharon Barber  09/17 

Stefani Dreiling 09/17 

Clarice Eckstrom 09/17 

Mark Lysell  09/17 

Reilly Mader  09/17 

Caleb Gustus  09/18 

Crystal Cushenbery 09/19 

Danielle DuMars 09/19 

Ty Miller  09/19 

J. Mark Barber 09/20 

Donald Bengtson 09/20 

Beth Curchy  09/21 

Paul Hanson  09/21 

Nicolai Holm  09/21 

Mike Dreier  09/22 

Tammy McCalla 09/22 

Carol Pearson  09/22 

Mark Whetstone 09/23 

Janise Bengtson 09/24 

Ava Toll  09/25 

Linda Anderson 09/26 

Sharon Palmquist 09/26 

Toren Miller  09/27 

Joshua Allbright 09/28 

Debra Myers  09/28 

Trinity Malm  09/29 

Cooper Nelson 09/30 

Johan Roraback 09/30 

Ayla Smith-Bolin 09/30 

BAPTISMS :  

Fred Briggs  09/01 

Dennis L. Shields 09/01 

Dolores Pelz  09/02 

George Griffith 09/04 

Larry Dahlsten  09/05 

Joshua Nelson 09/06 

James Runberg 09/06 

Glenn Lundquist 09/07 

Robyn Johnson 09/09 

Erin Murfitt  09/09 

Colin Parks  09/10 

Danyel Patterson 09/10  

Haley Martin  09/12 

Mike Chambers 09/14 

Sophie Nelson  09/15 

Sherry Rush  09/15 

David Anderson 09/16 

Michael Chambers 09/17 

Jennifer Krob  09/17 

Julie Nelson  09/18 

Maxwell Howe  09/19 

Sharon Eckstrom 09/20 

Jordan Rose  09/20 

Laura Lungstrom 09/21 

Mija Stockman 09/21 

Emmi Brunsell  09/22 

Daniel Norden  09/22 

Denise Peterson 09/22 

Daryl Shields  09/22 

Alec Rose  09/24 

Leah Ann Anderson 09/25 

Kyle Parks  09/25 

Cody Parks  09/25 

Ava Brunsell  09/26 

Inge Esping  09/26 

Chester Peterson 09/26 

Miriam Wallen  09/27 

Jonathan Garten 09/29 

Grant Lysell-Alkire 09/30 
Alexa Reed  09/30 
June Schnittker 09/30 
Caitlin Whetstone 09/30 
Lindsey Whetstone 09/30 
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GLOBAL MISSIONS &  LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

Last year, 2015,  Bethany Lutheran Church sent 140 school kits to Lutheran World Relief.  We are 

once again collecting school supplies.  Each kit contains 4-70 sheet notebooks, a 12"/centimeter rul-

er,  a pencil sharpener, a blunt scissors, 5 unsharpened #2 pencils (no logo), 5 ballpoint pens (black 

& blue ink only) a box of 24 crayons and a 2 1/2 inch eraser.  We have an ample number of pencils 

and rulers given by a generous store employee.  Tubs for these items are inside the east Trinity Hall 

door.  Thanks for your generosity! 

Lutheran World Relief Sunday is September 25.  The Piece Artists will display their quilts on the 

pews that morning.  We will also collect wrapped bars of soap, any size, but 4 oz. bars are pre-

ferred.  All quilts, kits, and soap will be brought to Salina, Thursday, October 6, 2016, to be shipped 

on to LWR. 

INTERNATIONAL CHURCH OF VILNIUS,  
LITHUANIA 

 
Pastor Jim & Lay Associate Minister Diane Wagner 

ELCA Global Mission Associates 
Jim has served a variety of Lutheran congregations in rural, urban, 
and international settings as pastor for nearly 40 years including an 
international church in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, for a year (1978-
1979), and as a guest pastor in August, 2011,  at Wittenberg English 
Ministry in Wittenberg, Germany.  He is a history major from the Uni-
versity of Northern Iowa and studied Divinity and Theology at Wart-
burg Theological Seminary.  Jim believes that preaching of the Gos-
pel is central to congregational life and does so with enthusiasm and 
conviction.  He acknowledges the importance to reach out to the 
English-speaking community by building relationships with various 
groups.  

Diane is a trained Lay Associate Minister in catechism education of children, youth ministry, spiritual 
direction, parish administration, and preaching.  She feels her calling is to be a pastor³s wife and de-
sires to serve the congregation as led by the Spirit.  They have five grown children and twelve grand-
children.  "We are a community of Christian believers who seek to live lives that give glory to our God 
and Savior.  We come from a variety of church backgrounds: Anglicans, Baptists, Lutherans, Meth-
odists, Presbyterians, Reformed, Roman Catholics, non-denominational and others. The ICV is non-
denominational, that is to say that we are not affiliated with any specific church.  We aim to be a 
Christ-centered community where people from all church backgrounds can feel part of the family. We 
hold fast to the teachings of the Apostle³s Creed and seek to live in accordance with God³s revealed 
word, the Bible."   

Tax deductible support may be sent to:  Prairie Faith Shared Ministry, 338 North 7th St., 

Wakeeney, KS, 67672     djwag@wtciweb.com       www.vilniuschurch.org  
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 IF . . . 

 . . .  the Stephen Leaders can recruit at least six people who want to become Stephen Ministers, 

we will begin a new training session in January, 2017.   This decision was reached at our planning 

meeting for the fall, September through December. 

Our Stephen Ministry Team is never static.  People move away, health issues make it necessary 

for some to ´retireµ, and some decide to leave the team due to time constraints and family priorities.  

To carry out our mission to offer one-on-one lay Christian caregiving to those in our midst who are 

struggling with the challenges of life, we have trained several classes of Stephen Ministers over the 

years to replenish and grow our team.  Now it³s time to do it again. 

What do you know about Stephen Ministry?  Have you considered trying it for yourself?  I have 

talked to many who like the idea but wonder if they could do it.  My response is usually a variation 

of the saying, ´God doesn³t call the equipped; he equips the called.µ  There are literally thousands 

of ordinary Christian people all over the country who serve as Stephen Ministers.  You could be-

come one of them. 

If you feel the Holy Spirit is nudging you in this direction, please tell any of the Stephen Leaders 

(Willis Larson, Holly Johnson, Jim Nelson, Pr. Mai, Sharon Palmquist) and ask as many questions 

as you want.  More information will be coming in the weeks ahead through the yellow pages in 

each Sunday bulletin and the monthly Beacon articles.  Talk to our current Stephen Ministers too.  

They are the best ambassadors for Stephen Ministry we 

have. 

       

 Sharon Palmquist  
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